Chair’s Report
November 19, 2011

With Thanksgiving right around the corner, I can’t help but to take the time to remind myself how grateful I am for the miracle of this program.  There are days that I tell my Higher Power that I “don’t want to do this anymore”.  But then.....a sponsee calls and we take time to study the Big Book, and the phone rings from a Newcomer who wants to know if a meeting is still active, or a committee chair calls expressing enthusiasm over an event that they are organizing....or maybe it is even someone who is struggling to remain in service, sharing how they are working through it with their sponsor.  I have never been so blessed, to be a part of something so wonderful.    I began a new study of the Big Book just a few days ago and in the Foreword to the Second Edition (pg. xv) it says: “Our earliest printing voiced the hope “that every alcoholic who journeys will find the Fellowship....at his destination”.   I am truly grateful that this is my “destination”.  

Updates:

*Debra, one of our Delegate/Reps, as decided to resign her position. She currently is unable to attend a lot of the Intergroup meetings due to family obligations and health and feels that right now this is just not the best time for her to do this service.  In accordance with our Bylaws (Article 5, Sec 8), an election will be held at the next intergroup meeting.  (oaphoenix.org has ASDI’s complete Bylaws with qualifications for this position as well as description of what this service position requires)

*Open service positions....Newsletter editor/co-editor, Finance committee chair and members, PIPO committee members.  

*At December’s Intergroup meeting we will be voting on amendments to our Bylaws.  There has been several ecares sent out with these amendments. If you have any questions on these please contact Pat J. 602-923-0153.

*12th: Twelfth-Step-Within Day , Celebrated on December 12 (12/12) each year to encourage OA service Boards, meetings and individual members to reach out to those within the Fellowship who are still suffering from compulsive eating behaviors. Inserted in each of December’s Serenity Press is a “Call 5” sheet.  Please consider taking time on December 12th this year to “Call 5”people that maybe you have not seen at a meeting lately or that you know may still be suffering in the disease.  

* Holiday Marathon meetings: Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, held at the OA office at 9:30am, 11am, and 1pm.

*January 14th, 2012, Due to the Winter Retreat, the January Intergroup meeting will be held the weekend before from 1-3pm at the OA office.

*January 20-22nd, 2012, is our Winter Retreat ASDI Winter Retreat: Moving Through the Steps into Action at Desert Outdoor Center at Lake Pleasant.  Early bird deposit due before December 15. The flyer is available. www.oaphoenix.org
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